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Abstract 
Th is paper analyses Draupadi who has carved herself as a woman with self-esteem. There are women 

· in J linclu mythology like Draupadi who were assertive and could speak their mind in a world 

dominated by men. Chitra Banrejee Divakaruni 's The Palace of Illusions (2008) explores Feminine 

sens ibility in its best form. The life of Draupadi as a queen of Hastinapur and wife of Pandavas, 

reflects the modern times. Dvakaruni has convincingly retold Draupadi 's tale from feminist 

perspectives. It is the fire and energy in Draupadi, the spirit of injustice and her multifacetedness that 

makes her the most mysterious and majestic woman. 
Keywords: Multifacetedness, Assertive, Majestic, Injustice, Feminine Sensibility. 

Liberal feminist wants women to be treated as autonomous decision-makers. Liberals say 

society must provide women with the same civil liberties and economic opportunities that men enjoy 

including equal oppo11unity for education. Social inequality they say is not the result of nature's 

decree but of society' s customs and traditions. Libreral feminists want to free women from 

oppressive gender roles- those roles that give women a lesser place in the academic, political and 

economic sphere. Women 's education, legal, professional and occupational reforms were a few of 

the gains. 
Such a feministic perspective can be seen in Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's The Palace of Illusions 

(2008) tells the story of Mahabharata from Panchal i's point of view. She believed that the epic had 

powerful and complex women characters that affected the action in major ways but were always 

· treated as ' shadowy figures ' . She mentions in the author's note: 
I was left unsatisfied by the portrayals of the women. They remained shadowy 

figures, their thoughts and motifs mysterious, their emotions portrayed only when 

they affected the lives of the male heroes, their roles ultimately subservient to those 

of their fathers or husbands, brothers or sons.(Divakaruni xiv) 

Woman plays a vital role in the family. She supports her husband, children, and becomes a great 

homemaker. She remains with them in any dire circumstance and boosts courage in them to face the 

consequences through her moral support. She has the potential to create history by making or 

· marring the relationships. One such woman is Panchali. Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni makes Panchali 

narrate " her joys and doubts, her struggles and her triumphs her heart breaks, her achievements, the 

unique female way in which she sees her world and her place in it" (Divakaruni xv). In the author's 

note, she says, "It is her life, her voice, her questions, and her vision that I invite you into in "The 

Palace of Illusions" (xv). 
Divakaruni wanted to place the strong woman character in the forefront of the action and 

uncover the story that lay in between the lines of the epic with socio-political background. The 

.Palace of Illusions (2008) takes us back to the ancient times of myths where Panchali, daughter of 

D.n:Jpad, the fire-born princess narrates her deeply humane story and the adjustments she made in a 

~ , man's world; her view about crime, punishment, loyalty, promises, love, and vengeance. 

, 1;.; · The novel begins with Draupadi's almost obsessive interest in her Jife story: 

Though the long, lonely years of childhood, when my father's palace seemed to 

tighten its grip around me until I couldn't breathe, I would go to my nurse and ask for 

a story. And though she knew many wondrous and edifying tales, the one I made her 

tell over and over was the story of my birth. J think I liked it so much because it made 

me feel special, and in those days there was little else in my life that did. (Divakaruni 

,' f.· l) 
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~rru -cx(m 
I, . l)ruimd as a litthcr, acted according to the dict·tt " 

• 1. • · , •lcar 111111 ' 1m: ' • I 1· ' ~ ~ 1,1 

1~111 l)n111pad1 nw"c:,; I L • 1· l)~··1ttl"'1lli This 11rotccl1Vl' care >rm1pa{ I c:nnsidn,· t L 

I. I . , C'IIT (I J, " ' . ' I . ,, \) I) ' 

11, ,1,111u by ·prnLcc1i11 g' :111l w ... ing , . ,·Ill ) strived Ji1r 1i·ccd11n1 . w1 shcl to lm·ak H\vit y l'rum 11-i; 

1v, • 1. l'k, ·vcrv wolll,lll \ • . . 1 I' 1• 
. 1;: 

ldlm:atin 1.; . 1)1\ 111p:H I t ' l L . : .· ... I . s1'ghl i111 c1 lter Ii le- ~1v111 g ter a cc ing ()I cnip1..nvrrrri ' . 

:-, ~ . . •. p , ·lrili :; c l 1tH.: t1 111 . • , • I . . l1 !f 

nwiwton~ ill her Ille . ,11_1c ' . . . , ·f)rnuinidi ' . as sill' w1111tnl a 11,1111c I Htl <.:( 11tld bnng l)UI ,
1
.: 

,· · .. II , •x ' tllllllt'U hct n<1rnc ,. 1\ 

She c, 1.· n c1111 c,1 ) , . • . . .. 
. . . , . · 1·, Sh, v·1111cd a heroic 1111111c . . . . ·I ·. ( >IT .· . 
,,fr;-, ,,) 11 ol hc1 11 c. • c' .' . .. , 1 

me to make up foncy 11111 nscs lll1 111 ysc I. ~~p, Jng ol Ycny, t:;uh\• 

Tile ~1ory in:,,pllcc . 1)
 t Dhni Ma f)Ul'li:d out her d1ccks ut my tc11dcm:y tn ·ur- , · 

ll l' the lJ ncxpcctcd Orn.:. ::,ll . . . . • <
1H\1. 

. (" ·I WI W·1sn ·1 Invited. ( 1)1v11lrnr u111 I) 

ca lling 1111.'. the '". 10 t .' .l)1··111r) 'l(li' s education as wt:11 as ht.'r trnnsll1rn1ntion 1·r , 

. . . · I · . •t'vcl)1 111carna cs • t' • . ·· t.•111 

1)1vak,.11u11 1 su JJcC 
I k' , r)i··tll•ndi ·s zccl and cnthusmsm I() change the: cot• · 

. . . . ,.. . ., ,c 1gc~sce , 111g queen . • t' , . . . ~ ,r~t 

:rn1b 1tIo us prtriccss 10 re, 1 V : ., , h, . 't"•ge to lcurn the secrets of her luture. I h: for1:trlls ~C\\ 'r. I 

_ . - · I , cJ · h >rtoVcd y, tScl S Clllllu J 1· . ,I 

ol lw,101) e,i s c 11 
. h ,1. ,·,i·c I le te lls that she wnull, marry 1vc ol the grl'ilt•· 

. · I · . ,1 ·ch wo111l 1appcn 111 c • · · . . , ._,t 

d1~111rh 1ng 111ngs. " 11 . , 1 ... 111 s·· 0 terrible war nf'lcd1ng the whole Pl India. lk ' il~(i 

r I 1 ,.·xi ,,1 the same t11m: ctn<. c, · " ' ' . · ) 

heroes O t ia !)cl 11 
. '. , 1: 

h· 1. ()n r ·turning to the palace. she insists thnt everyone ncklre;;~ twr 
bc:.. toi, '.-i her with the n.imc anc " 1. c 

Princcs Panchaali. . . I d , ti ·1 .. , • . .. , 
. I) d' I J 1·111 k- her· to the lather whose cont10 nn . i1u 10n Y rqm.:scnktl th•· 
fhc name. raupa I wou < • • • • . . • 

. ,. · . . . 1 I ·, 111,. 1-1ri I11e l' 'mchali would bestow her with a unique 1dent1ty comll'~tin,, 
, claim '- o patnaIc1 y w1I c " u , < ' • • • • • 

1 
f . ,•. , ;::, 

Iler to the land in which she was born . I lcnce this new name transt01 ms h~r \\ ny o. 1hrnk111g. "'.Id a 

new kind of independence comes to her which she could not have experienced with her pr~rn111~ 

name. 
In The l'uloc(' ol Illusions (2008), Divakanrni gives the plot a tictional sp:11:: 

portraying age old traditions confining women in pntrimchnl constrw:t, r.cciting cpi~· 

from the protagonist Draupadi 's point of view. She i.:xprcsscs wom~n s 1hough1~. 

actions, and their efforts to sustain their voice which have totally ripped their srn ttt !'t' 

in the world which is accustomed to look at the things fr()m nrnlc-t:t'ntrk prospedih·. 

(Kumar 84) 
Drnupndi wanted 10 he an agent or action who wished to rcdcline the roles of Wl)ll1l'fl in 1ht: 

society. She was never interested in learning drawing. painting, se.,.ving and dccornting rather fr ll 

allracted to solving riddles. responding to witty remarks and writing poetry. 

The position or women in the Indian society is restricted. this strict division of gendt:r rob i~ 

rc s<.:ntcd by Draupadi, who is cager to gain all the knowledge nnd education of the Wl)rld. When ::-h< 

exrresscs her wish to take lessons with her brolht:r Dhrishtadyumnn she meets with oppo!-ition fh1rn 

ev<.:ryb(idy including Dlrnima. her nurse. ··a girl being taught what a boy wns supposed to kum•.l ~m:h 

a thing ha.s never been heard in the royal family of panchal !" (23) However Drnupndi is givl'n th~ 

oprortunity because Krishna knew that she was special nncl different trorn other women. 

Draupadi analyses her own leminine power during her unique marital arrnncement: 

Though Dhaima tried to console me by saying that finally I hnd the- freedom men hnd 

had for centuries, my situation was very different fron{ that of u mun with sc, ernl 

wives. Unlik~ h_im, I had no choice as to whom I slept with. nnd when. L.i~t' 11 

communal drrnkmg cup, I would be passed from hand to hand whether I wm1t1.>d 11 t'r 

not. (Divakaruni 93) 

Despite the constraints of patriarchy she aspires to be nn ngcnt of net ion b~cause she,, i~ht:s 

lo redefine the role of wom· 11 SI ., . ,. A I h . '"' . , · h1 

. • . .i · ic s,iys. nc w o dec1dt'd that a women' s hightsr purpo~e W:'~ .. 
support men ... A man f would W'tgcr' Mys ·lt· 1 1 ., . . ... ,., ) Jill' 
,. . • · 6 • . ' ' · · · e · Pan on uorn~ other thinc.s with mv lite (.:o · · 
assertton rmgs to light Orn in• d', . · • . ~ .... · , .' in 

D, d' . 'l ,,a .' s rntt:ntion lo script her own destiny. In Divakaruni s Yl'l':-ll · 

raupa '':"ants to be the maker ot her own history. 

Bemg a woman, Draupadi tried her best to c ) I . . ls but sh~ . . 

realizes that Sl>mchow she could not . . . . : . l ~np e~c her duty towa_rds her lmshan: ' ~f 111:r : 

I. /'t'. r ti Sh .JUSllly her !Ole ns a wife .. She wns with the1w she dc.:H>tt · 
en rre r,e ,or 1cm, , c suys: ' · 

Looking hu(;k I see th t I 1· I , I ~11<1\I 

•,·•, 1 ' · u ct( 11 t ovc any of my husbm1d in that wuy. I wus u • r· 
WI c. supported the , ti . 1 . 1· rt,; \1 

. · 111 lloug 1 good trmcs and bnd: I provided them with cont O ' · 
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11).- l\,, ,l:1 ,\\\, t 111,, 1n 1n,I ,, h,'" 1n ,-. ,mpnn~ l .·q ,,11 1,' ,J 1!\ ~· 11 \ 11 ll i ,' " . l {;,l l ,•\' ~• ... 1 , llt'ffl 

1111- , \th' f,\1,· "1 ,,n,l 1.,1•.-.. ,.111'-''' ' i, , n,, . 1m ,· h.·,·,1. " H111 1'1\\ h..-,.;1n " "'"" i, ,,, :.rn:.,il l .' J ,,l, 

,, .. ~i.- .' I. I h,\l'lL' (.\,'\\ ,111 \11\ !;1 lh ,: (\.''> \ ,, 'I , \I ll \ ~' ,lb. l 11.· , .1 9.,\\.- 11 l llll\ 1,, lh-.'1), 

( l\i\ :1h ,111 \l!I .: I ~ \ 
I I\.' 1"\ II i,t.' 1\111\ ,\l ,1 ,, 1·f~! H\ ,\\ h, i.i.:n1111,,,l in 11i.· ".,r -...- .-'lrdn .. m ,, iwn .,h," :,bn.(,,. h,\lJ!_, 

1
, 

1
, 11 111,, ii i.1mll \ 1\h'mh,.•,_., n111m!) 1lw p,·11 .,.1 .,i 1,, .:.J\ ... · ) t' :\f~, f,,1,: :-,t ., 11i1 ,,1w , .,•.11 :.\..~,-1.-1 h1j1n~ t"i1 : 

, {\ , 11 11111 , , 1,111 ,1- " '' " h: , 1\11 '\ l\;\)\ ,r:, l:,1\ in~l 1111 th: ,, .,tl ,l b pk:\,-Hf'L':, 

l llin,,.11,·h , 11 in ,\ l\h 1\1'. :\ 1\1111 H,m-.·1.1..,·c· .-.. 1,.,.,1, .-. h1 ~hll ~h1 th.: :--lf\.'n~th ,,,{ \\ ,,m,·n ,, n, , 
n,·.- ,,nh· n,,t ,\nb 1111kp<n,i.'1H ;11hi ;1,11,, n ,11 ,,, 1\1:'\ h11t 11 b.,, knd ....,11 r,,1 ,~1 1,, ,11!1.-r:. ~l't"'-1\n ,j 

11,.- 1n 1,, f"n11! fl\ ... 'ir lwli,1 :ln,l irn,'r !I .. , )\;:, l l:r h,,,,b rr:1rh.,' c11J 11\.- .l nJ1 ru1 ... -uh11r-~1l 

,' \\h.' tl -vli,' ,' il\hl pl\ \\ hh~ ;\ 111i1lld11\t' 1\.'.i :J\ itt ,\ hcrt 1hc~ .. ·:m lw !>ll ,' ,' ·t.:.., fu t :.b. 

rn.h\ 1dil.1h. :m,I ,h m:rnh.-b .,( 1h .. ~ n~· ,, .-,,mm11ni1~ ,, t' \\ lnd1 the> :H't. :1 p:iln . t Saifc't' 

\ i) 

I 1\1 11> l)1 111q\r1, l1 j' I\'\ \ Ji 1ln11 th'\ pf\,hkn1 i!\ ~•• ~re;1I 1h,11 i1 Ind> n,,t ht" dc:111 \\ i1h. -\ tler 1h.

•d· i,!,' 111 ,, ,- 11.-, ilh1.1lt . ~lw 1W\ .. ·r :\h1m,~.,1 ,~ htr lm :) li ,~n.l:;,, Pt ~:.1 FL·lh~!:\5. ,,{ 1h-r .. ,1,nJ\1i.,n the~ k ,J hc- r int ,' 

\Jv i,-' 11 1.\ il \.'il ,·1, 11<·~1,1h~.1 ,1b1,rn 1lw ,1,n11Him ~.,,, ,l ,,{ 11.-; lilfflll> \\,1 rl..1nH ,b" \m11. l-kr Jt,i,ti,)n 

,.-., .-11.·.1 th h,1 ~hh \\ twn !\h,' f,, 11,,\\ t' ,1 th,· m rn1 ,, c, ik dn,i .-n,iw'\"ct 1hc h,11\is.hiri f it' tl,e f,, rc-s t. ~ht 

. , ,•,1 1. ,, 11',.'d 11 fh: r l t mdh.111, ,, h1bt ~. \ \b 11:i. l \\ 1\)nge-tl h,'r in,' \ rf) l'l'~~ihk \\ ·'> . She k :mh h' re·1i nt 

jl, ,, .-:111 , ., l! ',1, h 11 h1 ~_1w1 .'\p,r11ur11 n,-.. . 
l'.111 ,' t) :1 1! ,\It h~1 lll J 1"-'Hl!lllh.',1 1\ , 1h,· ·"lde ,,i'1h.: Pi\ndd\ ~b . 11' lhe e-th i :ll:-;,, it \\ a~ Yu.,ih i.J11hir:1 

\i fl, 1 d,.\ ' t.li'il n ,, 1,~ 1m,,' t~w 11\~H \ t.alf,U' r11., ,J,.m 1ih,ugh l\ m,'hilli urgc,i hlm h1 :\ptn.t ~ci mt m0ft' 

1i1\h' "" ,~1111h h1111ht 11 \ lh) r~·:1dil~ ,tg1 , ~,' d 11, !}1'. ~he \\ ,1md 1ht ~cncr:l1 km~ 11., k1h\\\ th:11 ~ht \\i\:. the' 

, 11th • , \1\ ., 1111 ,,h,, ,l:n'{',l 1, , 1\ ,' , ,\1 \I NHl~ llw P,1n,t:\\l'IS l\l\ their lll\:1 1 ~,d,c' Ol\ll\.'1 \1 ~ _i,,umt') 1.._, he«\ en. 

~1,. ,, :ll\l, 'd , ,, hi,l Vint\\ .- It ,,, tlw 1\ .-whi likt" ,1 1111hlo ,)ll t'c'n , ,, h,, lrnd the .~,,11w1gt h• admit her 

1111 ~1:1k,· .. , :'\ h.,' \\:11\k.i pt ,,pk 1,, Pc"nw1niwr lwr: 
I 111 ,hl.1 S\11\ ' i-., ,, r r.1r 111_, 1inr~1 ,:J,,1h-e~ r-u1'-i nil 1he, g,, ld I ,"\\\flt.",i st• 1.hm 1lw e-\t'S 0f 

,ml,,nkr 1~ ,, nnl ,i he dnu k,l. I \U-\1\lt' ,i the f't'()plt~ ni' th t ci t~ tl, f'c'memher Ille' as 

1\,1'< , it-\ 11 11\jcSI i,'. l'he ,, ,,tnc\n M , rnnd \\ hnm, hi~1., r_y \\ ,,\I l,i gm her it~t' If. I " ~ntt'·d them 

1,·, ,w.,ko II)) ;{t,wk., ,1h,1111 1he ht1:1111l11il l'nndwli, "' \\t'cp hc~;1Use l \\ :lS leaYing them 

(,W :1u'llllt'thing h c>i ll~I'. ( ()i\f1k1·1n1ni .:\-l 1) 

1)1,rnp{hl i no\t'f gh.,s 11p he1 t.' f)~·,m h) \.·,,1no nr in l i1e. Sht pl't."senH fl .:harn~H:T thn1 is hl,ld 

c•11.i118h 111 111,·c llw h1w,llvs. She '"'s l't'i-ld_\ flt c, t'r~ ~lep 111' her li ft- tt, "'-' ~c'p! clmlkngc-s like first 

11,•~1.~,,1t'd I)~ lw, ,)\\,n fotha, Ml" ''' \\ Ith 1hc> c,,n,pirn) t1f Dlrninrn, nc,'epti ng fiw hushands nnJ m the 

11111 .- 1,t' ht\ l' f111mili tHl1m1 .:\ho rc>ali}~;i thm h~r 1111 h11shnnds me n,,1 in a pusition l\1 sm e her nnd then 

-rill twr tn10 frl '-'Hd krh h11,t 
l)rct11p,1,li b I\ f!lto ,, flrri,,r and ,m iJc:11 \\,,nrnn ,, Im IMS SlllTifo:ed hc'r life for 1he sake 1.,f 

Jilnilly nnd fiw S,k1le1y, :'\f)ilfl 1h.,m 1h ls sho irit' .'\ h) 1hltill her r-espMsibili ty hL,ldl) and n eH'T kaves 

11w ll"lh l)i' 1r11lh till her hbl lwemh, Dra1.1rwdi is fl m1r rt>presc-n1mi, e ,,rlndinn women. 

\Vorl~ <'ih.,,t 
llorr~ , l'l*'"· t1~,-:itm/ng n1,1rH·1· f .frvl v.l. 1: .-In Jmnid1wrin11 ro I iten 111 ' ,md Cultural Thc:t>r\ '. 
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r.: :·1s :"'*;, "'il"•.: -::rt ':: ::1 :" .,f:;~ ..:. ... :, ,r-~ _.·;:: { ':'"i:t',,WJ. rtr.::.1-,· 'J li't?,."(:-' . . f frifl,N,W rbern 
-~-•'±it '!<;:\"';:~;'; ~OJ: f,Y:.:<.r~ ;:::--:t.,""'. !'.,..,... ':f::t:Y ,r.r; r".t:t",ft·~ f.·fat r.: ; ;-:,.;1-S; nr.r.~ rt t:')r, °'"·;;:,If _I' [ (,fi 

·,.:!{~,:- .'~ ~ ... ~-~ &-: • :--. ~,s.:.~-= ::.!"-1:- ·-:;~;-~ .,~ /,. __ : _J"C""?..7~ f r.t:iJ·~r ~;.:_,.,e; ir tuil:• t:, tf°iem . 

. ~ft \ '11{,'fr' . :'.'· = 31 
:), .~-~-~- ,:1~:··1. ·:· . • t , . . ~. ;;' - ,:.._, :-,, ,,2!;r. :rw'.,c!'.: ,-; ·J--.e- ,r) .\'Y( '-. r1T'fd.:"Cr'J'!''I· \•• hf-::ri, ~r.e '•t{:aricl~: hCl!dly 

,, :· .~:·~; ~r· .' ~-)~ AF- ·:--. '..,.'-l...: ;;:·~ : · -: ~•;:f1 ..-~ .,r '•, t'-l ,--: _:tA,~ trx ;--~-t :a.wi ,,r.t: 1e:ar :ecre-t h.id:ng Ide 

~.,~,:· ~r~ . .,, ~\ !-(:"'11:J!.,- J ~ :.:\ ,. r:r : ... '!--i~W : ,. ,, :t:., "'~ . ..:: i 1'!..- ":,...l.: "w, ... t-f,{_ .:'· j:'1,.;?_~J! tc· .. . 

:_ - ;""":-.2L :-' ,; (~ ... ,: ,t -~):)~~,~:r . .,-# !M:.i.:~i :'IC ": r:-(✓(~k--~: r. · 'ff"Jr;~\; r:l~ it:en:gt.11 or wnmcn V/h() 

'."•~•.1f:ic 'd. ~r ...,:, ' i .:i:··:-: ·, : ,:-- 1.:x: ;i.,..•1 x.:rx.-;,_.•.~ l-51J-: ;n~<, fer-.d ·a.µpnrr t!', <)ther~. amund 

:.:-ice. ·.,· :C : ,~ r.:..t'f:'" --;,,,-::._;r ~ -=- ~~.t:r ·:-.:C", ,-t··~- H~r hcr-k-. rrar,~1:.er~d r.ne: frul:a.ri c.ulturnl 
f-i.;:,.,:rrii :-Cr,')=' '::.!".", .:. p-, .. ·, ;-t:r. :!. -- • • t: -:·· ~r: ~i,,.~ :;A~c u--ie: (,Mi he ~uue.~1ful a~ 

.:;l,: ' , r.'. ,f!_ .i,. ,ro:: it~ :!''.i:"{;~ --;,a··) J"r:::i-: ~{'~', , ,., Jl:;-:-:·; J;;rt ; r,f ,_;;;f1ich they an: a pan . ( ',a1fte 
, . 

: ':.:.:~ .J'r ·zJ ... ~.:.. ;1·· ... , ri:• ~ :rm 1:£. ;.,1.-rp~:- ~ ~{°J ~ C?J: ~..,a: iz r::.ay r,r)t he dealt wct.h. 1~ ftt:r the· 
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